
Many people wish they could be better than they are,
morally. Who is not glad that his thoughts, desires,
motives, and many of his deeds, are secret? I address
you as friends about a Problem we all have: the intent
to do Good but the frequent tendency to do Wrong.
We are all familiar it… the Problem of Sin.

Imagine a man who wakes up in the morning, bathes
himself, and prays to God with a sincere heart and
mind. He commits himself to doing Godʼs will, pledging
not to commit any sins. As he leaves his house he
feels he has been faithful so far, though heʼs careful
to avoid the sin of pride. He praises God for the
strength to overcome temptation. But within minutes
someone he doesnʼt even know annoys him. He curses
this stranger, then he repents. An hour later he lies
to make himself look better, but feels he is justified.
And itʼs still only morning. He knows he has sinned
but excuses himself that “nobodyʼs perfect”. Maybe
tomorrow heʼll be a little more Good; but for today he
has failed to satisfy Godʼs righteous requirements–or
even keep his promises to himself.

This is the Problem of Sin.

Thinkof all the other people that morningwho
encountered people and situations that made them all,
sooner or later, do or say or think the Wrong things.
Why did some lash out in anger and speak hurtful
words? Why did some lie or steal, or look at someone
in a lustful way, or pridefully think of themselves as
superior to others? Because of the Sin Problem.

Can God take our sins completely away from us? Yes.
How? In the Holy Bible, the Prophet Isaiah predicted
the sufferingof Jesus the Messiah seven centuries
before He was even born: “Surely he tookup our
infirmitiesand carried our sorrows, yet we considered
him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But
he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace
was uponhim, and by his woundswe are healed. We
all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned
to his ownway; and the LORD has laid on himthe
iniquity of us all.” The Apostle Peter, one of Jesusʼs
disciples, said, “For Christ died for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”

My friend, all of us are living in a world polluted with
sins because of the universal Problem of Sin. You
contribute to this pollution with your own sins, for you
too are polluted and defiled. Will you in vain try to
cover over them with good deeds? Itʼs not enough.
When people asked Jesus, “What mustwe do to do the
works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of
God is this, to believe [trust] in the One He has sent.”
Himself.

Trust in Jesus to save you fromGodʼs wrath. He is
the One who willingly took your sins upon Himself
when He suffered on the Cross. “Come now, let us
reason together,” says the LORD. “Thoughyour sins
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”
(Prophet Isaiah) The Just and Merciful God promises
to those who trust in Christ to take away the eternal
punishment your sins require (hell) and to break the
power of Sin in your life, with that same mighty power
that raised Jesus from the dead!

What will you do with Godʼs warning and invitation?

or

Truth: Thereʼs somethingWrong with every one of us.
It causes us to often do what angers or displeases God
in spite of our best intentions. What is that Something?
Again, itʼs the Problem of Sin. Is it serious? Do we
lack power to obey God and to love others? Are we
condemned to be slaves of our sinful desires and
tendencies for the rest of our lives? Some say no, itʼs
no big deal. Weʼre just weak, thatʼs all. But what does
AlmightyGOD say?

GOD is not silent. In His Word, the Holy Bible
[unchanged and unchangeable], He says much about
this Problem, the inner Urge that drives us to do
Wrong. He calls it Sin. He describes it as the ancient
Cause of all sinful deeds, pain, suffering, guilt, and
DEATH. We are all affected by it. The Prophet David
says, “There is no one who does good, not even one.”
The Holy God views our sins as very serious, calling
us “enemies of God” and “objects ofwrath” because
of them. They produce Guilt in our souls and we
become Guilty in His eyes. Try as we might, we do
not find within ourselves the power to love and obey
God, or love other people, perfectly, as He demands.
It is painful to hear the Prophet Isaiah say, “But your
iniquities have separated you fromyour God; your sins
have hidden his face from you, so that He will not hear.”
It is said that God is merciful, which He is, but not so
much that He tolerates evil in His presence. His holy
justice requires that sins be punished and sinners be
separated fromHim in eternal hell. Do all people face
this grim future? Yes. Must they? No.

Good news! God is not waiting for you to find your
way back to Him. He offers you a beautiful way to be
restored to Him and to be set free from Sinʼs power
and punishment. In your best efforts not to sin and
do all that Godʼs law requires, you are actually holding
your sins close to you. But God wants to separate your
sins far from you. We read in the Psalms of David, “As
far as the east is fromthe west, so far has he removed
our transgressions fromus.”

The Problem
God Is Not Silent
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