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Islam and Christianity

How Islam and Christianity are different- Part 1 of 3

Many people believe that Islam and Christianity are similar “religions.” Perhaps this is because Christiansand Muslims
both claim that their God is the God of Abraham and Creator of all things. While there may be some beliefs that
Christians and Muslims have in common, they have different views about God, man and “the way to heaven.

A different view of God

Most, if not all Muslims will say that God is perfectly
righteous. Yet, the Muslim understanding of the
description “perfectly righteous” does not line up
with what the Bible teaches about God’s absolute
righteousness. Most, if not all Muslims believe that if a
man asks God for forgiveness and stops his sinning, God
can forgive him. Most Muslims, and in fact most people,
do not realize that according to the Bible, God cannot
forgive this way. | understand my statement may seem
shocking so please let me explain what | mean.

According to the Bible, because God is absolutely
perfect in His righteousness, each and every sin
must be punished because He is the God of perfect
righteousness. “TheLORD is upright; he is my Rock, and
there is no unrighteousnessin him” (Psalm  92:15).
This makes it impossible for sinful beings to dwell in
Hispresence.”You are of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and cannot look on wickedness” (Habakkuk1:13). He
cannot judge according to human standards, He cannot
accept plea bargains. “For the LORD your God is the God
of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and
the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take
a bribe.” (Deuteronomy 10:17).

Every human being has broken God’s laws. We are all
quilty of breaking God’s laws.The Bible says that though
God desires to be merciful, He cannot violate His own
perfect righteousness by excusing those who are guilty.
“The LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished”
(Nahum 1:3). He cannot overlookour sin. It has to be
punished. This is not only true for what some people call
“big sins," it is true for sins that everyone has committed
at some time or another. For example, Jesus said that
if we call someone a fool, we are guilty enough to go
to hell.”You have heard that the ancients were told,’YOU
SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits
murder shall be liable to the court.””But | say to you that
everyone who is angry with his brother shall be quilty
before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You
good-for-nothing,” shall be gquilty before the supreme
court; and whoever says,"You fool,'shall be quilty enough
to go into the fiery hell”(Matthew 5:21-22).

| have heard many Muslims say something like, “God is
all merciful and because He is God, He can do anything
He wants to do, including forgive sins.” In contrast, the
Bible teaches that in order to forgive, God made a way
to do so while still punishing the sin.

This different view of God is the foundational difference
between Islam and the teaching of the Bible.The Muslim’s
view enables the belief that as long as a person’s good
outweighs his bad, God can forgive their “mistakes” and
accept him into His presence. This understanding of
“the way to heaven” is completely different and in fact,
opposite of the biblical teaching on the subject.

A different view of man

If I ask @ Muslim if he is a sinner, he will normally answer
something like,"Of course | am sinner.Nobody is perfect.”
Muslims refer to sins as “mistakes.” Having been taught
to think this way, they have difficulty perceiving the
detestable nature of sin before the Holy God. The fact
that everyone “makes mistakes” serves as an excuse.

In contrast, the Bible teaches that God deserves and
commands that we love and obey Him with all our heart,
with all our soul and with all our mind, ALL OF THE TIME,
CONTINUALLY and PERFECTLY. When we fail to obey
Him even in the smallest sin, we betray Him. We rob Him
of the love/obedience He deserves and commands.

God deserves and has the right to command perfect
obedience from a heart of love every second of our life.
He has the right to expect us to love Him with all of our
being, perfectly, all of the time! This is why the Law says,
“You shalllove the LORD your God with allyour heart and
with all your soul and with all your might” (Deuteronomy

6:5). The Bible teaches that if we fail to do so, we are
wicked in God’s sight no matter how we appear in
comparison to other people.

Under this absolute demand for obedience, if a man
commits just one sin in all his life, he has failed to love
God with all his heart and is considered unacceptable
and unclean before the Holy God.

In summary, since all people are guilty of breaking
God’s laws and since the Holy God cannot let the guilty
go unpunished, we should logically ask the following
question: “If these things are true,then how can there be
any hope? It seems like everyone is headed for hell!” But
the good news of the Bible is that God Himself made a
way for us to receive forgiveness while at the same time
punish the sins. God sent Jesus to take the punishment
that we deserve. All who repent and trust in Him alone
for salvation receive forgiveness of their sins. We urge
you to do so.There is no other way to receive forgiveness
except through Him.
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